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Wells-Barkerville Elementary is located in Wells, BC and is part of 

School District #28 (Quesnel). It is a small school with a multi-grade 

classroom of students from Kindergarten to grade 7.

Our students have many year-round opportunities for outdoor learning, 

place-based learning and are very involved in the community arts pro- 

grams.

We know that we continue to need to give students strategies to further 

their learning, and to regulated their emotions.

We continue to balance the challenges of a multi-grade classroom and 

are concentrating our energies on providing our students the skills they 

need to be successful.



Staff & parents said thatWells-Barkerville is a great

school because:

 Small class size 

 Friendly, supportive environment 

 Community involvement 

 Mentorship/leadership, older students help the younger 

students, develop skills and traits to be successful citizens 

 Many special events: Remembrance Day, Christmas play 

 Commitment and support of parents 

 Opportunities for many small group discussions 

 Focus on place-based learning, outdoor education 

What makes Wells-

Barkerville



What are we doing for our Indigenous learners?

Aboriginal content is included in lessons and activities. We provide: 

 whole class culture activities, 

 lessons on Indigenous knowledge of seasonal changes and seasonal rounds, 

 lessons on local Indigenous knowledge of local landforms, 

 lessons on Indigenous concepts of interconnectedness in the environment, 

 lessons on the history of the local community, and of local Aboriginal 

communities, 

 lessons by the Aboriginal Culture Teacher 

 place-based learning, 

 emphasis on indigenous ways of knowing to reflect the First Peoples 

Principles of Learning in the curriculum. 

All of our Aboriginal learners are fully meeting expectations in reading. 



Students at Wells-Barkerville are involved in a wide variety of events and activi- 

ties, including: 

 Orange Shirt Day, Terry Fox Run, Pink Shirt Day 

 Christmas Play (video for 2020) 

 Local inquiry of areas within walking distance: meadow, trails, stream, for- 

est 

 Cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, nature walks 

 Outdoor education, nature-based, inquiry, and place-based learning 

 Identity projects 

 Remembrance Day— creating paper stained glass windows 

 Buddy program, leadership opportunities for gr. 6s 

* adjustments have been made in the 2020-21 school year due to COVID Health and Safety Protocols 



Numeracy 

Through recent assessment of learning in January 2021, a lag in the 

numeracy skills of the five grade 6 students was noticed. Moving forward 

we will be gathering more data on the areas where building specific 

numeracy skills will need focus for these students. 

Next steps: 

 Continue assessments, including Island Numeracy Network 

 Use assessments to guide learning 

 Self reflections about learning (Janice Novakowski strategies) 

Resources: 

 Nikki Lineman

 British Columbia Association of Math Teachers PSA website and resources 

 Janice Novakowski — http://janicenovkam.typepad.com/reggioinspired_mathematic/

 BC Numeracy Network 

 Island Numeracy Network 

 Richmond School District—https:// 

blogs.sd38.bc.ca/sd38mathandscience/



Goal 1: To Improve Literacy Skills of All Students

 We want students to recognize that they are readers and writers.

 We have purchased high-interest novels for intermediates and 

emergent readers for primary. Indigenous titles from 

Canadian authors and publishers (Strong Nations) have been 

purchased.

 We have created book bins with appropriate leveled reading 

for all students. Students will have daily opportunities to 

read to self, read to someone, listen to an adult read on a 

daily basis.

 Staff teach with a guided reading program, sight word 

buddies, Teach Your Monster to Read, Raz-Kids, and audio 

books.

 We have purchased high interest, low vocabulary books that 

will interest and engage students.

 In literacy, we appreciate the universal importance of story 

and our goal is to demonstrate an understanding of how 

story supports the well-being of the self, the family, and 

the community.

 K/1 students have created a visual ABC storyboard letter wall 

and ABC books that have introduced them to the individual 

letter sounds.





Goal 2: To use the First Peoples Principles of Learning when plan- 
ning and developing our school activities, classroom instruction, 
and developing place-based learning opportunities

The staff is committed to using the First Peoples Principles of Learning to guide our 
school goals and assist in teaching Core Competencies. The school has multiple cop- 
ies of the FPPL poster and Core Competencies posters for their classroom. These are 
tangible reminders to refer to these resources often. Knowledge is shared by show- 
ing. 

We are committed to the success of our students and in imbedding indigenous prac- 
tice, education, and history into our curriculum and lessons. 

We have added resources to help assist us in indigenizing the curriculum. We con- 
tinue to research books that we would like to add to our classrooms, library, and 
guided reading collection. A variety of Aboriginal books with Metis topics and Car- 
rier/Dakelh language have been purchased. 



We see the First Peoples Principles of Learning in our practice and they will contin- 
ue to guide our goals. We will connect the Core Competencies with the FPPL. 

Learning ultimately supports the well-being of the self, the family, the communi- 
ty, the land, the spirits and the ancestors. 

Throughout the year we connect the Core Competencies to Six Cedar 
Trees teachings, promote place-based experiential learning on the land. 
Outdoor education is an important piece of this goal and exploring 
place and community of Wells. 

Learning is holistic, reflexive, reflective, experiential, and relational. 
Our small class size establishes an important feeling of connectedness to 

our self, others, and place. Buddying programs, leadership opportunities 
and other opportunities are provided to broaden relationships and 
community. 

Learning involves recognizing the consequences of one’s actions. 
We set the conditions for students to take ownership of their actions and 

lead with kindness. Our school is a safe environment. They don’t always 
make the right choices, but they learn from their mistakes and are ac- 
countable. 

Learning involves generational roles and responsibilities. 
Students in the intermediate grades take on a leadership role in many ca- 

pacities day to day and in every way. From helping put on snow gear, 
playing together on the playground, to reading buddies our older stu- 
dents are always taking on leadership opportunities. 



Learning recognizes the role of Indigenous knowledge. 
Our Elder in Residence has shared her knowledge with us by teaching 
greetings, animal names. We can access her knowledge by using the Carrier 
Calendar on the School District website. The Indigenous Education 
Teacher visits the students of Wells monthly, and presents a lesson with an 
Aboriginal focus. 

Learning is memory, history and story. 
In 2019, the history and a celebration of the story of Wells was highlighted 
in the Christmas play, written by our part-time teacher and local play 
wright. In 2020, a video celebrating the students love for their community 
was created. We focus on history of place through drama, writing 
reflectively through memoirs in writing, and stories from life 
experiences. 

Learning involves patience and time. 
Students are taught skills for self-regulation through talking circles, which 
are problem-solving discussions around friendship skills and empathy. Stu- 
dents are currently being taught strategies with EASE and GoZen. 

Learning explores one’s identity. 
Through our whole school Identity projects, the Christmas play, and 
personal inquiry projects, students can explore their strengths, interests 
and identity. 

Learning involves recognizing that some knowledge is sacred and only shared with 
permission and/or in certain situations. 

The District Elder in Residence shares Indigenous knowledge, and the im- 
portance of respecting it. We respect the sacred meaning behind Indige- 
nous artifacts and symbols. 



Goal 3: To teach Social-Emotional learning lessons once a week, in 
order to support students with anxiety, self-esteem and maintaining 
healthy relationships.

Staff have created a compassionate, safe, engaging learning environ- 
ment. The staff is committed to focusing on well-being, anxiety strategies, 
responsibility, accountability, and recognizing the effects of one’s actions.

The EASE (EverydAy Anxiety StrAtegies for EducATors) program lessons are 
taught once a week, with GoZen, daily check-ins, and referral to the les- 
son strategies continuing throughout the week.

Resources And strATegies used to AChieve this goAL:

 ImplementATion of EASE, GoZen, Kindness.org resources

 First Peoples Principles of LeArning

 Outdoor educAtion—Due to the scientificAlly-proven effects of nAture on well- 
being, outdoor, experientiAl leARning will be provided AS much AS possible.

 DifferentiAtion - ‘just right’ ACcess point for ALl students, meeting them where they
ARe to build confidence ANd self-efficAcy

 IndividuAL Check-Ins with 
students

 Self-Reflection/JournAling



Reading Data—PM Benchmarks 

November 2019 data: 

Our November reading assessments shows that 80% our students are 

reading at grade level expectations. Students are showing an interest 

toward reading, increased confidence, frequent letter and sight word 

practice, an enthusiasm toward a certain set of books/authors, and 

engagement into reading. 

All of our Aboriginal students are meeting or exceeding grade level 

expectations. 

Grade NYM Approach FM/EE

Total 2 0 8

% of total 20% - 80% 

% of total 

number 

- - 100% 

of Aboriginal 

stu- 

dents 

 Due to our low population, our grade level data has been masked. 



Reading Data—PM Benchmarks 

November 2020 data: 

Our November reading assessments for grades 1-7 show a considerable 

increase in the number of students reading at grade level expectations. 

This continues to be linked to a renewed interest toward reading, an 

increase in student confidence and mindset, increased frequency of 

letter sound and sight word practice, an enthusiasm toward a certain 

set of books/authors, and engagement into reading. 

All of our Aboriginal students are meeting or exceeding grade level 

expectations. 

 Due to our low student population, our grade level data has been masked.

Grade NYM Approach FM/EE

Total 1 0 11 

% of total 8.3% - 91.6%

% of total 

number 

- - 100% 

of Aboriginal 

students 



Reading Data – PM Benchmarks 

June 2021 data: 

Our June reading assessments shows that 80% of our students are 

meeting or exceeding grade level expectations. Students continue to 

engage in reading daily and are showing an increase in their confidence 

when reading aloud.  

All of our Aboriginal students are meeting or exceeding grade level 

expectations.  

Grade NYM Approach FM/EE

Total 2 1 12 

% of total 13.3% 6.7% 80% 

% of total 

number 

- - 100% 

of Aboriginal 

students 


